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All soeial scientific work using socio-econoniic and social class categories faces the problem
of how to-construct a.system of classification. Most historians have either-used the method of
classifying occupatmn’é fato social ¢lass categories: created by Armstrong in his work on
t & the-scheme devised by the Registrar eneral at the.
begmmng of the twentieth century. Neither of these schiemes is fully comprehiensive, with
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occupations required at least fifty individual birth entries. Where there Is-an oveﬂap in the
fatter classification and that adopted by the Registrar-General; it-is- possible to-compare social
class-categories as Tollows:
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plumbers, railway engine dfiver and shipwrights ~ and many are probably linked to s ali
sample sizes. The only occupations with a discrepancy of two categories. — groom
‘hairdressers. and police constables — also have relatively small sample sizes, apd areon the
margins ef category classification.
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Finally, a fragient of évideiice on living inn the lecal warkhouse ten years after first

census ennmeratmn_ illustratcs the poverty of labourers’ families compared to those
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